LIVES

viery lovable, lacabm Valent named her bull dog Stinky andd
shie says he's gone the lovable fueeball rowte. Turns ot
Stinky has been a real insplration, not just to Valent, bt to the
readers of the book she wrote about him,
Since 1994935, Vilent has worked In some capacity in a variety

I your name is Stnky, vou have to be diher very tough or

of human resource departments.
She is currently at Deloiite and
Touchs in Milwsukes. She's
llil'llll'l.'n'l.d.'ﬂEl.‘jlhlL‘ HERTR I r_'l|:|.|‘!||.-|'|':'v|:l:
compensation, but she also
srives (o help people ger along
by respecting and embracing
different points of view from
differcnr kinds of people. As she
sees i, " People make snapy
judgments, but we're better
served Bf we dont tabie things an
Eace valuse; take peood Stiky.
People said 1o me, “That's a
horribile mame for a dl.!lH.' Al
mcide asspmpions aboat bm”

Srinky, who weighs in at 45
pounds, didn't especially mind
what people said about him, But
one day while davdreaming in a
boring lecture 3t a conference
in MNew York, Valent had a
Eurcka moment. Stinky became
a symbol for her of the way
[H.'I:J|'r!||.' PeACL i .q:lr'n.'.rﬂ.-l,'i;ﬂ
characteristics in the nt:lﬂ:."ll.'u:_':,:
ancl evervilay lifie, The book was
born “1 il for a chilgdren’s
book but parents or teachers
T 1o resgd i o them so U'm
Reiling rwio aucliences ar once.”
Iy 20005, "!"-l'i:'ﬂt}'. Th: I'hjtlr_ll_ni.:-'
Wy |'“||.I|!||'i.=|] el |'|:|.' Author House,
It 15 1;'|'|:|:r|:|:|j|:|.!.:1r illusreaned |'|}'
b=l artast Michae] Rechicr.

."Hi.l'lln::.' u.n_'l::u'l'||_'|u|'|:i|;'.'¢ Valedt 1o
achionls and hookstores for
hi.!.[l]il'lb:_ﬁ He livies |1-|-i:|.-g ru'[ll_'n:!.
[£111 l:l.\l]il.“:,'. e Flls :|hE1;\-|.'|1, his
favorite sace of hll,'ill“ .'||;;|._'||-cr|.|inl,l'l
1or 1S OAWTeT, Jh‘ing I Tl |
seems has not £Ond 1o s b
Ader work, Valent drives home
1o Wanvwatoss, where ."Hink:.'
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— in their 4-by-0 plossics,

t's good to
Stin

Fov Arndgwasl, frecolyr Valeswd Becoasne e frresiolend off Youeng
Profesionals of Milwaukss, cappsing ber affiieiion with te
S since it fecefiiose dn 2008, VM ds o petnvorining
mFparEaiion el assins peofle il al o Decome Daelved (v

of their fumilies and vacations, in her office at Deloitte
Touche, Valent has created a doggic wall for candne awners
Dozens of mutts, poeoches amd purchreds smile — or is that panl

Valent's own life has made her sensitive to superficial
pudgments. "1 was a victim of discrimination for vears, Even

though [ had a 3,75 GPA af 1R
Stoul, | was ternibly overweighi
and 1 worricd 1 would never be
able to find a job beciuse of the
way | looked.” she savs, She went
on to camn a master’s degree in
human resources af Marduetie
Umiversity, and she did fmd work,
Looking at her trim figure now, it
is hard to believe she was ever
overweight, but Valend says it is
somithing she never forpgets.

WValent has ideas about the
value of diversity in the
wirkplace. “First of all, diversity
has become a basr word,” she
savs, [t has been bastardized fo
meean simply race. If a company
dioees not have a diverse work
force, iF evervone ooks alike and
sounds alike, that companmy will
ultimately not succeed. Age,
pender, welght, ree, these arc all
visual cues that do not make oy
difference in getting the job
done. These are the snap
judgments we make. In human
resourees, wie need o take tome
and encourage others to dig
bevoml the frst bevel, which is
heard 10 do sometimes because of
the pace of our lives and work.”

While Valent stocsses that it ks
o leadership at organizarions
which drives the concept,
cvervonce has their role "People
at all levels peed wo usderstand
that everything you say and do
has consequences. Emplovecss o
all lewels need to kmow that they
tosr hewve responsibilivies for being
appropriate in their deess and
GEMICTS.,

Valent thrives on throwing

grecis her with a i:lig stretch amd
i yawm, How much does she bove

Hlepsie amprrararaily geraed Trelfs e wegion prose, Aciilesing diverzily dx

partics and answering Sinky's fan
alse pwart af its efforts trough iis Mosaic Coecil

mail, She also likes o think abowt
the el world. “The ddeal world
wioubd be one where we never
Pl oy wise the weord :!h'l;r.\'il}','- sl VS, “There, each individual
ciaall I:rirl;_g their knl.:mil:'vl,Lgi_' 1o thee table and i would be
embraced.” K%

s |.|.-::|1|;E' For his recent fourth
|‘|-ci|‘1'|.’|.-|_1:|}', ﬂ!illk}' igrviteel & towmy o
friends over 1o ]'II;I:].' in his kicklic J'u.:ru] ans] Yalent served a cake
in the :'hl:l.ili:rl,' al a |1-1||||:|-||‘,"
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